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common enough indeed, which has in it a genuinely immoral 
quality. This kind of stupidity ought to be described as "unre- 
sponsiveness to values," or ignorance of "what a life and mind 
must be, at the minimum, in order to have value at all as a life and 
mind." "It is a blindness to moral values either in the narrower 
sense of morality or in that wider sense for which all values are 
'moral.' But its intellectual side is also prominent and inevitable. 
You can not be blind to values without a prevailing ignorance and 
distortion in your ideas concerning facts, objects, and truths." 

Insistence such as this upon the moral duty of being intelligent 
is indeed timely. Too long has ethical theory dwelt upon the exclu- 
sive value of a good heart. Something needed to be said about the 
truly moral nature of right thinking. 

James Bissett Pratt. 

Williams College. 

Figuri e studii di storia della filosofia. E. Tboilo. Roma: "L 'Uni- 
versale" Imprimerie Polyglotte. 1918. Pp. 324. 
Signor Troilo 's volume of essays reveals a mind impatient of the 
drawing-room popularity achieved by many varieties of so-called 
idealistic and anti-intellectual "philosophy" to-day, seeking to recall 
his countrymen from the pursuit of German idealism or Bergsonian 
intuition to the positivism which can alone serve as the intellectual 
basis of a true ethical idealism. He believes that philosophy is es- 
sentially an imaginative construction of the human spirit, like poetry ; 
but he is convinced that such a philosophy of human values can not 
be erected without a careful and dispassionate consideration of the 
facts of existence. The present volume is an example of what the 
positivistic Neokantianism of Tocco and Barzellotti, Troilo 's masters, 
can accomplish at its very best. There are essays upon Bergson and 
William James, the latter an impartial appreciation; upon Vailati, 
Tocco, Giuseppe Sergi, Giorgio Politeo, and Giacomo Barzellotti, all 
exceedingly interesting sketches of figures far too little known outside 
of Italy; and an estimation of Helvetius' service to science and phi- 
losophy. But the reader will be most interested in the three conclud- 
ing essays on "The Concept of the History of Philosophy," "The 
History of Philosophy and the History of Science," and "History 
and Utopia." In these illuminating studies Signor Troilo is seeking 
to free the history of philosophy from its bondage to metaphysics 
and epistemology, and make it a real history of the progress of the 
human spirit and imagination. Utopias are of the essence of philos- 
ophy and life ; for while history is a world that passes into a dream, 
Utopia is a dream that becomes a world. It matters not that it will 
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never be realized in time or place; for its realization is in men as 
ethical truth and function. Without a vision of the perfect city to 
spur him on, man would not be man. 

John H. Eandall, Jr. 
Columbia University. 
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In Memoriam: John Wallace Baird. A Study of Tonal Attributes 
(pp. 121-164) : Gilbert J. Rich. -The pure vowels do not occur at 
the same point for all observers nor do they lie an octave apart. 
Judgments of vocality are made upon a perceptual and not an 
attributive basis. Judgments of pitch are made upon an attributive 
basis. Previous experiments establishing the attributive status of 
volume, and showing that it follows Weber's Law, have been verified 
with pure tones. Some Forms of Natural Training to Which 
Certain Birds are Subjected (pp. 165-172) : P. F. Swindle. - Certain 
interesting regularities in the behavior of birds, especially carniv- 
orous ones, are explained. Analysis of Nesting Activities (pp. 173- 
186) : P. F. Swindle. - Relation between bodily activity and com- 
plexity of nest, relative utility of the various movements, theoretical 
conception of nest building, utility of group dependent upon its 
proper temporal position, application to nest-building of birds, nest 
building of the Cariama, simple and multiple nests, selection of the 
building place, etc., are discussed. The Peristaltic-Like Nature of 
Organic Responses (pp. 187-210) : P. F. Swindle. -The initial ele- 
ment of the innately associated series of elements of the responses 
of long duration conditions or induces its qualitatively most similar 
element ; this in turn induces its most similar element which has not 
occurred immediately before, and so on until the qualitatively most 
dissimilar element to the initial one is induced. Some Relations 
between the War and Psychology (p. 211-224) : G. Stanley 
Hall. - The psychological forces which play the chief role in wars 
are discussed. Only when we understand and learn how to control 
them can the world be safe for peace. Duration, Energy and Ex- 
tent of Reaction Movements — Simple and Flying Reactions (pp. 224- 
236): Frank Angell. -An investigation in continuation of the 
"Preliminary Note" on reaction times in an earlier volume. Book 
Review. Book Notes. 
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